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There was Judas, son of the 
brigand-chief Ezekias (who 
had been a man of great pow­
er and who had been cap­
tured by Herod only with 
great difficulty). This Judas, 
when he had organized at 
Sepphoris in Galilee a large 
number of desperate men, 
raided the palace. Taking all 
the weapons that were stored 
there, he armed all of his fol­
lowers and made off with all 
the goods that had been 
seized there. He caused fear 
in everyone by plundering 
those he encountered in his 
craving for greater power and 
in his zealous pursuit of royal 
rank. He did not expect to ac­
quire this prize by being vir­
tuous, but by the advantage 
of his superior strength. 

(Ant. 17.271-72) 

At Sepphoris in Galilee, Ju­
das, son of Ezekias (the brig­
and-chief who once overran 
the country and was sup­
pressed by king Herod), hav­
ing organized a sizable force, 
broke into the royal armories, 
armed his followers, and at­
tacked the others who vied 
for power. 

Q.W. 2.56) 

There was also Simon, a servant of king Herod, but otherwise 
an imposing man in both size and bodily strength, and he was 
confident of distinguishing himself. Spurred on by chaotic 
social conditions, he dared to don the diadem. When he had 
organized some men, he was also proclaimed king by them in 
their fanaticism, and he thought himself more worthy of this 
than anyone else. After setting fire to the royal palace in 
Jericho, he plundered and carried off the things that had 
previously been taken (and stored) there. He also set fire to 
numerous other royal residences in many parts of the country 
and destroyed them, after allowing his followers to take the 
confiscated goods in them as booty. He would have accom­
plished something greater had there not been swift interven­
tion. For Gratus, leader of royal troops, took his forces, joined 
the Romans and went to meet Simon. After a long and difficult 
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battle, a great number of the Pereans were killed, since they 
were in disarray and fought with more daring than skill. When 
Simon himself tried to seek safety by fleeing through a certain 
ravine, Gratus intercepted and beheaded him. (Ant. 17.273-
76) 

And then there was Athronges, a man whose eminence 
derived neither from the renown of his forefathers, nor from 
the superiority of his character, nor the extent of his means. 
He was an obscure shepherd, yet remarkable for his stature 
and strength. He dared to aspire to kingship on the grounds 
that having obtained it he would delight in greater wanton­
ness. When it came to dying, he did not care if he risked his 
life in such circumstances. He also had four brothers; they too 
were large men, confident that they would also prevail by 
virtue of their feats of strength and expecting to provide solid 
support for his grip on the kingdom. Each of them led an 
armed band, for a great throng had assembled around them. 
Although they were generals, they served under him when­
ever they made forays into battle on their own. Putting on the 
diadem, Athronges held council on what was to be done, 
although everything ultimately depended on his own judg­
ment. He held power for a long time, having been designated 
king and able to do whatever he wanted without interference. 
He and his brothers pressed hard in the slaughter of both the 
Romans and the Herodian troops, acting with a similar hatred 
toward both, toward the royal troops because of the outrages 
they committed during Herod's rule, and toward the Romans 
because of the wrongs they were thought to have perpetrated 
in the present circumstances. As time passed, they became 
ever more brutal, with no escape for anyone; sometimes they 
acted hoping to gain booty, and other times simply because 
they were accustomed to bloodshed. Once near Emmaus they 
even attacked a company of Romans carrying grain and arms 
to their army. After surrounding them, they struck down Arius 
the centurion, who led the brigade, and forty of his best 
infantry. Those who survived were alarmed by their predica­
ment, but were able to escape when Gratus and his royal 
troops served as a shield for them; however, they left their 
dead behind. The brothers continued their guerrilla warfare 
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for a long time, harassing the Romans to no small degree and 
ravaging their own nation. Some time later, however, they 
were caught and taken prisoner, one in an encounter with 
Gratus, and another in an encounter with Ptolemy. After 
Archelaus caught the oldest one, the last brother, vexed by 
the other's plight, and having no other way to save himself— 
since he was now isolated, extremely fatigued and left 
defenseless—surrendered to Archelaus after assurances and a 
pledge of good faith. But this occurred later on. 

Judea was infested with gangs of bandits. Whenever sedi­
tious bands came across someone suitable, that person could 
be set up as king, eager for the ruin of the commonwealth, 
doing little damage to the Romans, but causing extensive 
bloodshed among their countrymen. (Ant. 17.278-85). 

From these brief and vitriolic accounts, we can glean a few 
important points about these popular messianic movements 
and the royal pretenders at their head. First, they are cen­
tered around a charismatic king, however humble his ori­
gins. Although he is apparently quite familiar with the 
distinctively Jewish "messianic" language, Josephus stu­
diously avoids terms such as "branch" or "son of David" and 
"messiah" (see Ant. 10.210;/W. 6.312-13). Yet he does not 
hesitate to use language of "kingship." Whether at the 
beginning (see/. W. 2.55) or at the close (see Ant. 17.285) of 
his accounts of these three movements, he provides summa­
rizing sentences: "The opportune circumstances induced a 
number of persons to aspire to kingship," or "Whenever sedi­
tious bands came across someone suitable, that person could 
be set up as king." Furthermore, Josephus uses the term 
"diadem" in connection with both Simon and Athronges. 
This term, by the Hellenistic period, had become an effective 
synonym for kingship, and Josephus uses it accordingly with 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes, Demetrius I Soter, Aristobulus I, 
Hyrcanus II, and Herod, among others. When this term is 
applied to Simon and Athronges, it is done without qualifica­
tion. Given Josephus1 choice of the language of kingship, 
anyone who is familiar with the tradition of popular kingship 
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returning of Elijah. The point to be recognized is that with 
the popular prophets who appeared at the time, we are deal­
ing with more than simply a fulfillment of some particular 
expectation. Prophecy was very much alive among the Jew­
ish people. Judging from the particular social forms it 
assumed, the two types or popular prophets at the time of 
Jesus were a continuation or a revival of the principal tradi­
tional forms known from biblical history. 

POPULAR PROPHETIC MOVEMENTS 

The action prophets led movements of peasants in active 
anticipation of divine acts of deliverance.18 The hostile 
Josephus suggests that there may have been several such 
movements around the mid-first century C . E . In his general 
comments we can discern some of the principal characteris­
tics of these movements. 

Impostors and demagogues, under the guise of divine inspi­
ration, provoked revolutionary actions and impelled the 
masses to act like madmen. They led them out into the wil­
derness so that there God would show them signs of immi­
nent liberation. (J.W. 2.259; see also the parallel in Ant. 
20.168: For they said that they would display unmistakable 
signs and wonders done according to God's plan.) 

Josephus' Hellenistic terms and concepts cannot quite hide 
the apocalyptic features of the prophets and movements that 
shine through here. What were imposters and demagogues 
with mere pretense of inspiration to the aristocratic Pharisee 
and deserter to the Romans were, in the ordinary Palestinian 
Jewish context, prophets filled with the Spirit. Thus fired by 
the Spirit, these prophets and their followers thought they 
were about to participate in the divine transformation of a 
world gone awry into a society of justice, willed and ruled by 
God: exactly the revolutionary changes Josephus feared and 
despised. Like Josephus, the Roman governor Felix had well-
founded anxieties about the potential disruption of the 
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Egypt and to Moses as the prophet, the mediator of the cove­
nant revealed on Sinai. Samaria had been conquered by (the 
Jews under) the Hasmoneans, who had also attempted to 
Judaize the population, whence some of the intense feelings 
between Jews and Samaritans. Samaria had been part of 
Herod's domain and, at the death of Archelaus, came under 
the direct rule of the Roman governors. No less than the 
Jews, the Samaritans resented foreign rule and oppression. 
They too cultivated hopes for a future prophet, the "restorer" 
(tahev) who was thought of as a new Moses. The Tahev was 
expected to restore the ancient temple on Mount Gerizim 
and the people as a whole to independence and prosperity. 
Thus both the Samaritan situation and the Samaritan tradi­
tions and expectations were very similar to those of the Jews, 
and the prophetic movement described by Josephus appears 
to fit the same pattern as the parallel movements a few years 
later among the Jews. 

Nor was the Samaritan nation free from disturbance. For a 
man who had no qualms about deceit, and freely used it to 
sway the crowd, commanded them to go up with him as a 
group to Mount Gerizim, which is for them the most sacred 
mountain. He promised to show them, when they got there, 
the holy vessels buried at the spot where Moses had put them. 
Those who thought his speech convincing came with arms 
and stationed themselves at a village called Tirathana. There 
they welcomed late-comers so that they might make the 
climb up the mountain in a great throng. But Pilate was quick 
to prevent their ascent with a contingent of cavalry and armed 
infantry. They attacked those who had assembled beforehand 
in the village, killed some, routed others, and took many into 
captivity. From this group Pilate executed the ringleaders as 
well as the most able among the fugitives. (Ant. 18.85-87) 

Although for once Josephus does not cite an exaggerated 
number, his account gives the impression that this move­
ment was indeed large. Word had apparently spread quickly 
among the villages in the area, and the populace, responding 
readily to word of impending deliverance, flocked to the 
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base of the sacred mountain. Josephus writes, moreover, as 
though the movement were large enough and sufficiently 
organized to have had several "ringleaders." Behind 
Josephus's description of the nameless man who could 
"sway the crowd," we can discern a prophet, received as 
divinely inspired and whose message of deliverance struck a 
resonant chord among the vast number of the Samaritan 
peasantry. The anticipated action, ascending the holy Mount 
Gerizim to recover the sacred vessels deposited there by 
Moses, indicates that this prophet was understood as a 
restorer, Moses' eschatological counterpart. Josephus' men­
tion that they assembled in arms, if trustworthy, may mean 
that they were gathering in anticipation of some sort of 
eschatological holy war. The report that they proceeded up 
the mountain despite being blocked by Roman troops sug­
gests that the yearning for liberation had reached a fevered 
pitch and emphasizes their absolute trust in the prophet's 
message of divine deliverance. 

As in all non-Christian reports of his character and actions 
as governor, Pontius Pilate was hardly the indecisive weak­
ling portrayed in the Christian Gospels. He responded to the 
emergence of this movement with sizable military force and 
aggressively suppressed what he feared was a popular upris­
ing. Not content simply to disperse the movement, he 
attacked and slew many followers of the Samaritan prophet. 

About a decade later, perhaps in 45 C E . , appeared the 
second major prophetic movement described by Josephus: 

When Fadus was governor of Judea, a charlatan named 
Theudas persuaded most of the common people to take their 
possessions and follow him to the Jordan river. He said he was 
a prophet, and that at his command the river would be 
divided and allow them an easy crossing. Through such 
words he deceived many. But Fadus hardly let them consum­
mate such foolishness. He sent out a cavalry unit against 
them, which killed many in a surprise attack, though they also 
took many alive. Having captured Theudas himself, they cut 
off his head and carried it off to Jerusalem. (Ant 20.97-98) 
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At this time, a certain man 
from Egypt arrived at Jerusa­
lem, saying he was a prophet 
and advising the mass of the 
common people to go with 
him to the Mount of Olives, 
which is just opposite the 
city. . . . He said that from 
there he wanted to show 
them that at his command the 
walls of Jerusalem would fall 
down and they could then 
make an entry into the city. 
But when Felix learned of 
these things, he commanded 
his soldiers to take up their 
weapons. Marching from Je­
rusalem with many horsemen 
and foot-soldiers, he attacked 
the Egyptian and his follow­
ers, killed four hundred of 
them and took two hundred 
alive. The Egyptian himself 
fled the battle and vanished 
without a trace. 

(Ant 20.169-71) 
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The Egyptian false-proph­
et . . . when he arrived in 
the countryside, though an 
imposter, made himself cred­
ible as a prophet and rallied 
about thirty thousand dupes 
and took them around 
through the wilderness to the 
Mount of Olives. From there 
he intended to force an entry 
into Jerusalem, overpower 
the Roman garrison, and be­
come ruler of the citizen 
body, using his fellow-raid­
ers as bodyguards. Felix an­
ticipated his assault and met 
him with heavily armed Ro­
man troops, with the whole 
citizen body joining in the 
defense. In the aftermath, the 
Egyptian escaped with a few 
of his followers, but most of 
them were killed or cap­
tured; the rest scattered and 
hid out in their homes. 

(J.W. 2.261-63) 

As was the case with the movement of Theudas a decade 
earlier, again the social and economic circumstances were 
those that might well have led to a movement seeking libera­
tion from oppression and distress. The people had recently 
undergone a disastrous famine in the late forties. Then the 
repressive measures taken by Cumanus (49-52) against 
minor incidents had the effect of escalating tensions and 
increasing needless bloodshed. His less than judicious han­
dling of violent conflicts between Jews and Samaritans pro­
voked widespread outcry, and his general actions tended 
only to multiply the ranks of the brigands and increase the 
spirit of rebellion. His successor, Felix, continued the 
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prophets who, like most of their classical predecessors, 
preached repentance and pronounced judgment; and there 
were those who announced God's impending deliverance, 
like Second Isaiah and Zechariah. 

As was the case with the leaders of prophetic movements, 
there were more such figures during this period than our 
sources describe in any reliable detail. The only two figures 
about whom we have much information prior to the last few 
months before the outbreak of the massive revolt are John 
the Baptist and Jesus son of Hananiah. Josephus provides a 
fairly lengthy description of the "simple peasant" Jesus: 

Four years before the war, when the city was enjoying great 
peace and prosperity, a certain Jesus, son of Hananiah, a sim­
ple peasant from the lower classes, came to the festival at 
which all Jews traditionally make booths to God. Standing in 
the temple, he suddenly began to cry out, "a voice from the 
east, a voice from the west, a voice from the four winds; a 
voice against Jerusalem and the temple, a voice against bride­
grooms and brides, a voice against the whole people." He 
went roving through all the byways with his dirge day and 
night. Some of the gentry, irritated by his ominous words, 
seized the man and beat him severely. But without a word in 
his own defense, even to those who struck him, he inces­
santly repeated his cry as before. Thus the authorities, think­
ing his agitation had a supernatural cause, which indeed it 
did, took him to the Roman governor. There, despite being 
lashed to the bone he did not plea for mercy or shed a single 
tear, but, as best he could, mourned with each blow, "woe to 
Jerusalem." And when Albinus, the governor, questioned him 
as to who he was and where he came from, and why he cried 
out like this, he said nothing at all, but only continued to 
repeat his cry of woe until Albinus, thinking him a madman, 
released him. During the period before the war, he 
approached no citizen, nor was he seen conversing; he simply 
continued his daily lament, "woe to Jerusalem," just as if he 
were practicing a traditional prayer. He did not curse any of 
those who daily struck him, nor did he thank those who gave 
him food; but to everyone he gave the single reply, the same 
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gloomy omen. He was especially vociferous during the festi­
vals. Thus for seven years and five months he persevered, 
never falling silent or growing weary. It was only when he saw 
his forebodings fulfilled with the beginning of the siege that 
he was made to cease. For as he was going around the walls, 
crying out with a piercing voice, "again, woe to the city and to 
the people and to the temple/' he added a final word, "and 
woe also to me." At that point, a stone from one of the missile-
engines was let loose; it struck and killed him instantly. Thus 
indeed he was uttering those laments to the very end. (J. W. 
6.300-9) 

To the superficial observer from the Jewish ruling class in 
the early sixties C E . , the sociopolitical situation may have 
had the appearance of "peace and prosperity," just as it had 
several centuries earlier when the sharp-tongued Amos 
prophesied judgment in the ancient (northern) kingdom of 
Israel. However, like Amos and later Jeremiah, in a situation 
which bears an even greater similarity to that of Jesus son of 
Hananiah, the prophet knew better. Also like his precursors 
Amos and Jeremiah, Jesus goes straight to the temple pre­
cincts with his message of judgment. His subsequent behav­
ior, as he continues his dirge on the doomed city, recalls that 
of the naked and barefoot Isaiah uttering his warnings or that 
of Jeremiah with the yoke around his neck before the 
impending Babylonian siege of the holy city. Again, like 
Jeremiah, Jesus was mistreated and imprisoned for his ora­
cles and behavior. Although the Roman governor, Albinus, 
did not know what to make of the bizarre figure and dis­
missed Jesus as a raving maniac, the Jewish ruling group 
knew what a threat to the established order was posed by 
such a prophet and his message. It is interesting that 
Josephus mentions attempts to silence Jesus only by Jerusa­
lem's aristocratic ruling group—collaborators with the 
Romans. But he makes no mention of opposition by the 
Judean peasant groups and their leaders (e.g., the Zealots, 
Simon bar Giora) who took control of the city and led the 
resistance to the Roman siege. 
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Like his relations with the established ruling group, Jesus' 
message is reminiscent of the judgment and lament pro­
nounced on the city by the classical prophets, especially 
Jeremiah (e.g., 7:34; 19; 22:1-9; 26). One also thinks of the 
lament over Jerusalem attributed to another Jesus thirty years 
earlier: 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and stoning 
those who are sent to you! How often would I have gathered 
your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, and you would not! Behold, your house is forsaken and 
desolate. (Mt. 23:37-38) 

Yet another popular prophet of judgment was one John, 
called the Baptist.21 John was certainly not originally under­
stood as Elijah come back as the prophetic forerunner of the 
Messiah. The very idea that Elijah would return at the end of 
time as the forerunner of the Messiah was apparently not yet 
current at the time of John's career. The Christian Gospel 
tradition is by no means unanimous that John is "Elijah who 
is to come" (Mt. 11:14). There is certainly no evidence that 
John saw himself—or that his immediate followers (includ­
ing Jesus of Nazareth) viewed him—as Elijah returned. How­
ever, John most definitely was a prophet who, like Jesus son 
of Hananiah after him, displayed many characteristics similar 
to the classical biblical prophets, especially Elijah. 

In comparison with the other prophets mentioned by 
Josephus, we have a good deal of material on John the Bap­
tist, although we should like to have considerably more. 
Besides Josephus' account, we possess independent materi­
als on John from the Gospel of Mark, from the sayings source 
(Q) common to both Matthew and Luke, and from Luke's 
own special sources. 

John the Baptizer appeared in the wilderness, preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there 
went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of 
Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's 
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hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts 
and wild honey. (Mk. 1:4-6) 
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees com­
ing for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit that 
befits repentance, and do not presume to say to yourselves, 
'We have Abraham as our father'; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now 
the axe is laid to the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." 
(Mt. 3:7-10) 

John answered them all, "I baptize you with water; but he 
who is mightier than I is coming, the thong of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to untie; he will baptize you with [the Holy 
Spirit and with] fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 
clear his threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into his 
granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 
(Lk. 3:16-17) 

King Herod heard of it; for Jesus' name had become known. 
Some said,4 John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; 
that is why these powers are at work in him. . . ." But when 
Herod heard of it he said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been 
raised." For Herod had sent and seized John, and bound him 
in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife; 
because he had married her. For John said to Herod, "It is not 
lawful for you to have your brother's wife." (Mk. 6:14,16-18) 

And though he [Herod Antipas] wanted to put him to death, 
he feared the people, because they held him to be a prophet. 
But when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias 
danced before the company, and pleased Herod, so that he 
promised to give her whatever she might ask. . . . He sent 
and had John beheaded in prison, and his head was brought 
on a platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to her 
mother. (Mt. 14:5-7, 10-11) 
It seemed to some of the Jews that God had annihilated 
Herod's [Antipas] army . . . for his punishment of John, 
called the baptist, since Herod had him executed. John was a 
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good man, who demanded that the Jews be intent on virtue, 
and conduct themselves with justice towards one another and 
piety towards God, and to come together in baptism. . . . 
But when others rallied behind him—for they were greatly 
stirred up by his speeches—Herod feared that such convinc­
ing eloquence among the people might lead to some sort of 
uprising, for they seemed to heed his every word. Anticipat­
ing trouble, he decided to eliminate him before he provoked 
a rebellion. . . . Thus John, because of Herod's suspicion, 
was sent in chains to Machaerus, the fortress . . . and exe­
cuted. (Ant. 18.116-19) 

John appeared in the wilderness, the symbolic place of 
purification and renewal (apparently along the lower Jordan 
in Perea). His hairy garment and girdle are reminiscent not 
just of Elijah, but of the biblical prophets in general. The 
popular prophets castigated in Zech. 13 wore such attire, as 
had Isaiah and all the faithful prophets, according to the 
Martyrdom of Isaiah. 

The central thrust of John's message is that eschatological 
judgment is at hand. Since Elijah and Amos, the popular 
prophets had pronounced God's impending punishment for 
failure to keep covenantal justice. At least since the prophet 
Malachi (fifth century B . C . E . ) , oracles of judgment had borne 
an eschatological tone. Like that of the biblical prophets, 
John's imagery of judgment is drawn from peasant agricul­
tural life. The imagery of harvest and threshing floor has also 
now taken on an ominous tone of eschatological judgment— 
"the chaff will be burned with unquenchable fire." In John's 
prophetic warning, "the wrath to come" is now imminent. 
The mightier one who is coming after him will baptize with 
the fire of final judgment. 

The impending judgment requires the baptism preached 
and administered by John. Judgment is now not only inevita­
ble, but imminent, because Israel has not been faithful and 
borne fruit. Only by completely changing their direction, by 
a complete return to just, covenantal social practices 
("repentance"), can they escape the impending wrath of 
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A Galilean named Judas was urging his countrymen to resis­
tance, reproaching them if they submitted to paying taxes to 
the Romans and tolerated human masters after serving God 
alone. Judas was a teacher [sophistes] with his own party, in no 
way similar to the others. (J.W. 2.118) 

In his later work, the Jewish Antiquities, Josephus vastly 
expanded his account and corrected, or simply contradicted, 
the claim that Judas' party had nothing in common with the 
others: 

Although the Jews were at first intensely angry at the news of 
their registration on the tax lists, they gradually calmed down, 
having been persuaded to oppose it no further by the high 
priest Joazar son of Boethus. Those who succumbed to his 
arguments unhesitatingly appraised their property. But a cer­
tain Judas, a Gaulanite from the city of Gamala, in league with 
the Pharisee Saddok, pressed hard for resistance. They said 
that such a tax assessment amounted to slavery, pure and 
simple, and urged the nation to claim its freedom. If success­
ful, they argued, the Jews would have paved the way for good 
fortune; if they were defeated in their quest, they would at 
least have honor and glory for their high ideals. Furthermore, 
God would eagerly join in promoting the success of their 
plans, especially if they did not shrink from the slaughter that 
might come upon them. The people listened with relish and 
their daring scheme made real headway. . . . Indeed, Judas 
and Saddok established an alien fourth school of philosophy 
among us. When their numbers grew, they filled the nation 
with unrest, and were at the root of the afflictions which 
ultimately enveloped it. (Ant. 18.3-9) 

Judas the Galilean established himself as the leader of the 
fourth philosophy. They agree with the views of the Pharisees 
in everything except their unconquerable passion for free­
dom, since they take God as their only leader and master. 
They shrug off submitting to unusual forms of death and stand 
firm in the face of torture of relatives and friends, all for 
refusing to call any man master. Since most people have seen 
their unwavering conviction under such circumstances, I can 
omit further comment. For I have no doubt that anything said 

Resistance to Roman control - the so-called Fourth Philosophy
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against them will be believed. The real problem would be 
that the report about them would understate their contempt 
for suffering pain. The mania that began to wreck the nation 
from then on was the result of Gessius Florus, the governor, 
who had driven it to a desperate revolt against the Romans by 
his outrageous abuse of power. (Ant. 18.23-25) 

Josephus takes the occasion of the Roman tax assessment 
and the resistance party organized by Judas and Saddok to 
digress into a discussion of the Jewish religiopolitical par­
ties: the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes. In writing to a 
Hellenistic readership, he portrays these Jewish groups, 
which are more than simply religious sects, in terms of tradi­
tional Greek philosophies. Because he is eager to blame the 
Jewish revolt on a minority of agitators among the people, 
and because he himself had been a Pharisee, he initially 
claimed that Judas' party had nothing in common with any of 
the other Jewish parties. In the later Antiquities, he claims 
that the Fourth Philosophy was unprecedented and intru­
sive. But he also reveals there that the party led by Judas and 
Saddok agreed with the Pharisees in all respects except their 
unusually strong passion for liberty. It is thus tempting to see 
here simply an offshoot of the Pharisees, i.e., a group led by 
Pharisees (e.g., Saddok) and other teachers (e.g., Judas) who 
were more prepared than others to take an active stance of 
resistance to Roman rule. In any case, the group, or at least its 
leadership, was composed of intellectuals who articulated a 
coherent religiopolitical rationale for their position. 

Judging from Josephus' accounts, their advocacy of resis­
tance to Roman rule was rooted in four interrelated basic 
ideas: 

(1) To cooperate with the tax assessment, i.e., to acqui­
esce in paying tribute to Rome, amounted to slavery for the 
Jews. The Jewish people should be striving for their own 
liberation, for they were the chosen people of God. Symbol­
ized in the call and migration of Abraham, and especially in 
the exodus from slavery in Egypt, the Jews were called by 
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